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breaks a contract of service or of hiring, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the probable consequences of his so doing, either alone or in combination with others, will be to endanger human life, or cause serious bodily injury, or to expose valuable property whether real or personal to destruction or serious injury." The seventh section, again, enacts special penalties for any person convicted of intimidating, annoying, or watching another person, with a view to compel him to do or abstain from doing any act which such person has a legal right to do or abstain from doing. It has been frequently urged, indeed, that these special penalties are invidious. If the acts of intimidation and annoyance are illegal, why should they not be left to be dealt with by the general law ? But here again is false analogy; to shake your fist at a man is no doubt the same physical act whether done in momentary anger or as part of an extensive concerted system of actions. But it may have vastly greater significance and importance in the latter. than the former case. The law must always look to the real character of the action, not to the mere outward manifestation. The whole of the criminal law may be said to consist of special penalties for special acts according to their social noxiousness. Forgery is only one mode of fraud, but being peculiarly dangerous to society is punished with special seventy. To break into a house is the same act physically whether done by day or by night; but being more alarming and injurious in the latter case is treated as the special crime of burglary, and punished with greater severity. Having regard now to the peculiar and in fact extraordinary powers which combinations of men acting well together may